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The Pittsburgh MBCA Section 

has 335 members – an 

increase of 31 since our Q4 

2021 newsletter! 

 

We would like to extend a 

special welcome and hello to 

our 15 newest members: 

 

We are also proud that 47 

members have renewed their 

membership in the last 3 

months! 

 

Without new and renewing 

members, we wouldn’t be 

where we are today.  We look 

forward to seeing you at 

upcoming events! 

 

 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award: John Sisson 

By Jeff Hirst 

 

 
On November 5, the Pittsburgh Section presented a Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Mr. John Sisson, who had owned the oldest Mercedes-Benz 
dealership in Western Pennsylvania, John Sisson Mercedes-Benz, in 
Washington PA until its sale in December 2019.  
 
While preparing for the award presentation, I thought about all the changes 
that John has experienced in the last fifty years since his family started the 
business in 1969, originally selling Mercedes-Benz cars and Volvo, and then 
later adding Datsun/Nissan.  First, there were all the different roadsters over 
the years, from Pagodas to R107s to R129s to the more recent SLS AMG. The 
service department could probably share a few stories on the Gullwings, 
190SLs, and the occasional 600 that they have serviced throughout the years.  
Also, there have been many variations in fuel from leaded gasoline to 
unleaded to diesel to ethanol-gasoline blends to no fuel at all (Electric 
Vehicles), not to mention the many different audio systems from Becker AM 
radios to FM to 8-track to cassette to CDs to Bluetooth.  There are also the 
many different name badges from AMG to Sprinter to Maybach. 
 
Throughout his career, there has been one constant - John has been 
consistent in his dedication to the Mercedes-Benz brand, its vehicles, the 
dealership, its employees and customers, as well as his support to the MBCA, 
the Pittsburgh Section, and the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix. 
 
Paraphrasing one of John’s former employees sums it up – “John was the 
best boss you could ever have and a great guy.”  Having been blessed to 
know John myself throughout the years, I couldn’t agree more. 
 
For more about the award presentation and Annual Meeting, please see 
page 4. 
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We, the Board of Directors, would 

like your feedback, so please feel free 

to contact us at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com with 

suggestions on event ideas.  We look 

forward to hearing from you!  

 

Sandy Turko 

President 

 

Dan Marcin 

Vice-President 

 

Marilyn Smetana 

Treasurer 

 

Paul Bowman 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Tyler Barnhart 

Nick Conforti 

Jim Feeney 

Paul Georg 

Susan Grunewald 

Jeff Hirst 

Betsy Marcin 

Mark Sheldon 

Sandra Simpson 

Ray Smetana 

 
 
 
 
 

A View from the Driver’s Seat 

 

"Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common 
vision. The ability to direct individual accomplishments toward 
organizational objectives. It is the fuel that allows common people 
to attain uncommon results." – Andrew Carnegie  
 
It is truly hard to believe we are already at the end of 2022.  I am 
both honored and humbled as 2022 has been an incredible year of 
growth (10%!) for Our Pittsburgh Section. Amidst the challenges of 
being without financial support from MBCA National, we have 
successfully introduced MBCA Pittsburgh-Section logo'd gear, 
launched the use of PayPal for electronic-funds processing, and 
exceeded attendance expectations at club-sponsored events. 
 
These results could not be realized without everyone's continued 
support and commitment to the success of Our Club. I am thrilled 
to say that our efforts and accomplishments have caught the 
attention of MBCA National and Regional Leadership, and we will 
be considered in 2023 for Section of the Year. 
 
I am excited about our newly appointed Board members: Nick 
Conforti, Tyler Barnhart, and Jim Feeney. Nick brings extensive 
Benz knowledge, global social media reach (with his posts getting 
>1million hits), and management experience. Tyler recently 

relocated here from the Oklahoma Section with his W140 S Class, 
and he's eager to help launch and lead new events. Jim is excited 
to facilitate new drives and tours throughout our beautiful state. 
 
I also want to acknowledge that Board Member, Deacon Jeff Hirst, 
has recently accepted an elected position as the MBCA Great 
Lakes Regional Director. We thank Jeff as he will also continue to 
serve on our Pittsburgh Section Board as well. 

 

My best wishes to you for a healthy and happy New Year! 
 

Sandy Turko 
 

 

 



 

 

  

Technology Links 

In addition to this newsletter, 
there are other channels to keep 
up with what’s happening with 
the Pittsburgh Section. 

 
Website: 
http://www.mbcapitt.org/ 
 

 
Facebook: 
 
Official Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America Pittsburgh  

 

 
Email: 
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com   
 

 
Instagram: @mbcapgh 
 

 

Twitter: @mbcapgh 

Newsletter Update 
 
All Pittsburgh Section 
Newsletters are distributed via 
email and available to view via 
our website.  
 

 

MBCA Pittsburgh Membership   

Our Board is grateful to our members for their continued support, 
especially during Covid times, growing by 10% this year! 

 

 

 

 
 

Reminder: PayPal Account for MBCA Pittsburgh 

Section 

In 2022, we successfully launched our new PayPal account: 
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com. 
 
We feel this tool will allow Pittsburgh Members to: (1) make 
contributions or provide sponsorships to the Section to help 
underwrite our events, and (2) more easily purchase Section 
merchandise. So far, we have had a highly successful sale of polo 
shirts with the Section logo embroidered on it. 
 
If you have a personal PayPal account, you can readily set up a 
secure transfer of funds from your personal account to our Section 
account. 
 
And even if you don’t have a personal account, through PayPal you 
can pay/contribute to us with either a debit card or a credit card. 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.mbcapitt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/933984860078684
https://www.facebook.com/groups/933984860078684
mailto:mbcacos@gmail.com
mailto:mbcapghchapter@gmail.com


 

2022 Pittsburgh Section Annual Meeting on November 5 

By Paul Bowman 

 

On a chilly but sunny early November day, about 40 members of the Pittsburgh Section met for the 2022 

Annual Meeting, starting at John Sisson Motors in Washington PA. We began with a Lifetime Achievement 

Award that Sandy Turko (our President) and  Jeff Hirst (Pittsburgh Section Board Member and MBCA Great 

Lakes Regional Director) presented to John. For more about the award presentation, see the cover page of 

this newsletter. 

 

After that, Sisson Motors Sales Manager Clifford Burns provided an excellent overview of some of their new 

cars they have in the showroom, especially focusing on their latest Electric Vehicles (EVs). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

After touring the showroom, we then visited their Service Department where long-time Service Manager, 

Bob Anderson, explained the inner workings of his department and patiently answered questions we had 

on properly maintaining and repairing our vehicles.  

 

 



 

 

 

After the visit to Sisson Motors, we drove a few miles away to Angelo’s Restaurant for excellent food and 

conversation.  

 

President Sandy Turko gave a status update for the Section and announced that the current Directors would 

continue in their roles. Overall, 2022 was memorable with many new events for the Section as well as 30 

new Members since our 2021 Annual Meeting. She also welcomed new Board Members for 2023: Tyler 

Barnhart, Nick Conforti, and Jim Feeney. See Sandy’s column on page 2 for more about our new Board 

Members. 

 

 



 
Fall Drive and Dining with the Pittsburgh Audi Club 

By Sandy Turko 

 

On October 22nd, a number of Benz Club Members joined up with fellow enthusiasts from the Pittsburgh 

Section of the Audi Club. 

 
We gathered at the Panera in Murrysville for breakfast and then embarked on a scenic rural drive through 
Westmoreland County on a picturesque and sunny day.  
 
The group stopped at Stone Villa for wine tasting and a delicious spread prepared by Audi Club 
members.  Following this visit, everyone continued on a beautiful drive into Fayette County with a final stop 
for dinner. 
 
All attendees graciously donated $20/car to participate, with the over $240 raised submitted to the 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Charity. 
 

We look forward to more partnering events with fellow car club enthusiasts in 2023!





 



 

 

MBCA Inaugural Medallion Rally in support of the National Alzheimer's 
Association 

By Sandy Turko 
 

On December 10, MBCA National President Doug Geganto presented Indiana Crossroads President, Roger 
Brummett, an appreciation award for his vision and hard work to make the 2022 Inaugural Medallion Rally a 
success. After expenses, MBCA will present over $25,000 to the National Alzheimer’s Association from our 
Members. 

 

Our MBCA Pittsburgh Section's Board Members personally donated $100 to the ALZ Western PA Chapter for 
localized support of this effort. 

 

Below are photos from the National MBCA Presentation as well as our Pittsburgh Section's Medallion. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Calendar of Events 

Note: Our 2023 calendar is still 

under development, but here 

are some coming attractions. 

Q1: Pittsburgh International 
Auto Show photo shoot 
and lunch (Feb 18) 

 
Q2: Hahn Restoration Shop 

Tour and lunch (TBD) 
Conforti Garage grand 
opening (TBD) 
Spring Drive (TBD) 
Ice Cream Social (TBD) 

 
Q3: PVGP (July 22-23) 
 Possible second garage 

tour 
 
Q4:  Annual Meeting (TBD) 

Last Drive of 2023 (TBD) 
 

 

Each event will have more 

details sent out to Section 

membership 4-6 weeks before 

the date. We are open to any 

and all ideas for future events! 

Please e-mail us at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Classifieds 
 

We invite members of the club 

to submit advertisements of 

cars, parts, and other Benz-

related paraphernalia to our 

quarterly newsletter and our 

Instagram account 

(@MBCAPGH).  

These classifieds are free for 

active MBCA members who 

are paid up on their dues. 

Please use the word 
'classified' somewhere in the 
subject line of your email. For 
car ads, please include: year, 
model, mileage, condition, 
service history, a photograph, 
brief description, price, and 
contact information (e-mail 
and/or phone number). 
 
For parts and accessories, 
please include:  a description 
with condition, which 
year/vehicle it fits, part 
number, if at all possible, a 
photograph, price, and contact 
information (e-mail and/or 
phone number). 
 
Please be advised that your 
listing will also be posted to 
our social media platform -- 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
unless you tell us to limit it to 
the newsletter. 
 

Members can purchase 

advertisements for any sort of 

business or networking that 

they wish to promote. Please 

contact us for rates at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: W124 Station Wagon 

Seats 

Navy seats for a seven-passenger 

wagon in good condition.   $25 for 

the set. 

Contact: Jeff @ 412-310-6031 

 

FOR SALE: Brand new Haynes 

Repair Manual for Mercedes-Benz 

Models 230, 250 & 280, from 

1968 thru 1972.  

 

 

$25 US. 

 

Contact Bradlee at  

bradleetebbs@gmail.com 

 

 

Classifieds continued on next 

page 

 

. 

mailto:bradleetebbs@gmail.com


  

 

  

Classifieds (continued) 

FOR SALE: Various W123 Parts from 1985 300TD 

Station Wagon That Was Totaled in 2016 

• Nissens-brand radiator that had only been in 

service for 2 yrs. before the accident 

• Original turbo oil cooler, fair condition 

• Front head rests (dark blue), original in good 

condition 

• Rear window washer-fluid tank, original in fair 

condition 

• Water pump pulley, Genuine Benz, slightly used, 

good condition 

• Cooling fan (original-good condition) attached to 

thermostatic clutch (Genuine Benz slightly used 

– good). 

• Rear bumper complete assembly, Genuine Benz, 

barely used 

• Front bumper assembly, original, fair condition. 

• One original jack for replacing spare tire 

• Windshield washer fluid tank, Genuine Benz, 

slightly used. 

• Alternator-to-engine mounting bracket with 

built-in belt tensioner, Genuine Benz slightly 

used. 

• Driver’s side headlamp assembly, original, fair 

condition 

• German aftermarket power antenna, slightly 

used 

• Tool kit – good condition 

• Two Genuine Benz window channels (the felt 

grooves that roll-up windows slide through) 

• In total, these parts would probably be worth 

several thousand on eBay; willing to sell entire 

lot for $500, or make me an offer for any 

individual item(s) 

• Text Paul at (412) 302-1017 or email at 

ptbdadof3@comcast.net 

• Can stop by my home in Moon, PA to avoid 

shipping costs 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: Set of 4 Staggered Run Flat Tires 

 

Set of 4 staggered run-flat tires off of a 2015 

Mercedes Benz S550.  I sold my 20" rims and 

have no need for these tires.  These are a 

staggered set with 8.5” wide front and 9.5” wide 

rear for a W222 model.  Tires are Goodyear Eagle 

F1 Asymmetric 2 run-flat (These are a Max 

Performance Summer).  One rear is brand new 

and has 10/32 tread; 3 others have 9/32 of tread.  

275/35ZR20 Rear; 245/40ZR20 Front.  There are 

no wheels included in this sale. The image of the 

car is just to show what the tires came off of.  

$600 Cash. 

 

Contact Paul at paul.georg@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Classifieds continued on next page
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